This letter is a response to an original letter to the editor "Respiratory syncytial virus-related encephalitis: magnetic resonance imaging findings with diffusion-weighted study,"
Dear Sir, We thank Dr. Donmez for his comments on our publication in Neuroradiology [1] , and we would like to make the following comments in reply.
He noted that the normal diffusion-weighted imaging (DWI) of our cases may not be associated with a good prognosis if brain magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) with diffusion study was performed in the subacute phase of cytotoxic edema, in which restricted diffusion start to diminish and apparent diffusion coefficient (ADC) values increase. We agree with him that timing is important in brain MRI with diffusion study in patients with encephalitis, and DWI may be less sensitive when there is a time delay between the onset of the disease and imaging.
In all three of our cases, the pediatric physicians decided to perform DWI within the first 12 h and conventional brain MRI within the first 3 days immediately after meaningful neurologic symptom onset. There was no definite restriction on the diffusion study including ADC map in our cases. So we could not find the evidence of cytotoxic edema induced by encephalitis at acute phase in our cases by using diffusion study [2] . As we expected, these patients showed favorable outcome with supportive management.
In a previous report, enterovirus 71-related encephalomyelitis with brain MRI and DWI study, we experienced that four of five patients did not reveal definite restriction on the diffusion study, who gradually recovered with conservative treatment without sequelae. But, one case with restricted diffusion in the lesion of the hippocampus showed the atrophic change on follow-up study [3] .
Consequently, we consider that no definite restriction on the diffusion study in the early phase of the RSV-related encephalitis may provide evidence for the reversibility of the lesion, which is not progressed to cytotoxic edema and it is associated with favorable outcomes [4, 5] .
As Dr. Donmez commented, DWI is superior to conventional MRI in detecting irreversible cytotoxic edema especially at acute phase of encephalitis. However, it may be less sensitive at later phase due to dynamic pathologic changes. It is needed to be considered and discussed at further study.
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